FLOODING 101

Scrape the ice surface first!

An evening’s use or even a light dusting of snow must be cleared; otherwise the surface will freeze with bumps and ruts.

At the Jubilee Garden site the edges must be kept wide or the rink will gradually shrink in size during the season.

For the boarded rinks, the snow must be cleared from the edges of the boards. Snow left before flooding causes the ice to build up and curve at the boards. This situation could cause ankle injuries and could cause the puck to bounce up into someone’s face.

There are shovels and an ice chipper in the trailer.

…then pull out the hose

The hose will be on the hose reel inside the trailer. Take the tap key with you and 1 Hoser pulls the hose all the way to the tap at the side of the school that faces the field. The tap is behind a little cage.  The other 2-4 Hosers thread the hose past the basketball nets and start to walk the hose down to the far end of the Jubilee Garden free skating rink. Connect the hose and use the tap key to turn the rod above the tap until the water starts. Turn it all the way until the maximum amount of water is coming out.

Start at the Jubilee rink because there are less likely to be late night skaters there. Begin at the far end of the rink so you can walk backwards and not leave footprints and hose marks in the water. One Hoser makes sure there are no kinks in the hose to affect pressure and another Hoser takes the slack in the hose while the flooder walks back. Apply only a thin (1/4”) layer of water. A ½ inch of water will not freeze properly even if it is -25 C and will result in “shell ice” which cracks open when skated upon.

If it starts to snow heavily during flooding: stop flooding! Put the hose away and go home!

When done the Jubilee Rink, proceed to the boarded rink, which hopefully hockey players have already scraped. Again start from one end and work to the other end. I probably don’t have to say this, but……Make sure the hockey nets have been removed and any hockey pucks are off the ice!

The best way to prepare the hose to go on the reel is to stretch it out in a straight line from the reel and disconnect each section letting the water flow out. Dragging the hose over one of the many little snow hills on the way to the trailer will drain the hose.  Believe me; it is easier to do this than trying to reel in a fire hose full of water….

Then stick the nozzle end of the hose into the inside of the hose reel and begin to wind the hose onto the reel, re-connecting each section as you go.  If there is no hose reel then try to lay the hose in lengths at a spot in the trailer where skaters will not step.  Put the tap key and nozzle on the table in the trailer or in a box provided. 

Tips:

Always leave the water on, even if you stop for a break. Imagine trying to get 500 feet of frozen hose into the trailer to thaw out.

If you see a leak, please let me know or duct tape/electrical tape it yourself.

Do a little stretching before you scrape, shovel and flood. None of us are getting any younger and who needs to blow a disc doing volunteer work?

Thank you in advance for your help!

Questions? Contact :

BRIAN MONTGOMERY
746-5819 home   566-3515 work  791-1161 mobile  

brian.montgomery@rbc.com
